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When children begin to think, and to form their own
ideas about father and mother, if they believe their
parents can do everything, give them everything, the
very stars from the sky, take away all their little
aches, forgive them all their little sins, does a father
mind it? Does he always correct them ? Is a father
angry even if his children think him too severe? Is
a mother displeased if her children believe her to be
kinder, more indulgent, more in fact a child herself
than she really is ? True, young children cannot un-
derstand their parents' motives nor appreciate their
purposes, but as long as they trust and love their
parents in their own peculiar childish way, what more
do we demand I

And as to acts of worship, no doubt the very idea
of pleasing the Eternal by killing an ox is repulsive
to us. But, however repulsive it may seem to all
around, what mother is there who would decline to
accept the sweet morsel which her child offers her out
of its own mouth and, it may be, with fingers any-
thing but clean? Even if she does not eat it, would
she not wish the child to think that she had eaten it,
and that it was very good ? No, we do not mind in our
children either mistaken names, or mistaken thoughts,
or mistaken acts of kindness, as long as they spring
from a pure and simple heart.

What we do mind in children, even in little chil-
dren, is their using words which they do not fully
understand; their saying things -vyhich they do not
fully mean; and, above all, their saying unkind
things one of another.

All this can only be a similitude, and the distance
which separates us from the Divine is, as we all know,